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PAKISTAN

Most suspects in anti-Christian 
rampage still at large

MULTAN | Most of the suspects in 
a rampage last year against minority 
Christians in ] Pakistan over alleged 
blasphemy are not in custody and au-
thorities have failed to deliver justice to 
the victims, a human rights group says.

“More than 90% of the suspects 
of the attack in Jaranwala, in Punjab’s 
Faisalabad district, are still at large,” 
Amnesty International said Friday on 
the anniversary of one of Pakistan’s 
worst attacks on Christians, in which 
churches and homes were destroyed.

The violence erupted after Muslims 
alleged that they saw a local Christian 
and his friend desecrating pages from 
a Quran. The attack drew nationwide 
condemnation. No one died, as Chris-
tians fled to safer places.

Amnesty International said it ob-
tained its information from police after 
filing a Right to Information Request. 
It said of the 5,213 accused, 380 were 
arrested and 4,833 are still at large.

— Associated Press

GUATEMALA

Authorities arrest 7 suspects 
in mass fatality smuggling

GUATEMALA CITY | Guatemalan 
police on Wednesday arrested seven 
Guatemalans accused of having 
smuggled 53 migrants from Mexico 
and Central America who died of as-
phyxiation in 2022 in Texas after being 
abandoned in a tractor trailer in the 
scorching summer heat.

They were the latest arrests after 
years of investigation into the deadli-
est tragedy of migrants smuggled 
across the border from Mexico.

Interior Minister Francisco Jimenez 
said the arrests were made possible 
after 13 raids in three of the country’s 
departments. They included Rigoberto 
Roman Mirnado Orozco, the pur-
ported ringleader whose extradition 
has been sought by the United States.

— Associated Press

POLAND

Indian PM Modi visits for  
top-level security, trade talks

WARSAW | Indian Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi is visiting Poland for 
top-level security and trade talks be-
fore heading to neighboring Ukraine, 
which is at war with India’s strategic 
partner, Russia.

Mr. Modi will hold talks Thursday 
in Warsaw with Polish Prime Minister 
Donald Tusk and President Andrzej 
Duda, which are expected to focus on 
security, especially in the region bor-
dering Ukraine.

Ukraine chastised Mr. Modi for his 
visit to Moscow last month, when he 
met and hugged President Vladimir 
Putin. Mr. Modi has avoided condemn-
ing Russia while emphasizing a peace-
ful settlement to the war in Ukraine.

— Associated Press

CHINA

Chinese open probe  
into EU dairy exports

BEIJING | European milk and cheese 
producers have become the latest target 
in a simmering trade war with China.

The Chinese Commerce Ministry 
said Wednesday that it would launch 
an investigation into subsidies given by 
the European Union and EU member 
countries for dairy products that could 
lead to tariffs on their export to China.

The announcement came one day 
after the EU released a draft decision to 
finalize tariffs on electric vehicles made 
in China, in a follow-up to provisional 
tariffs.

— Associated Press

GERMANY

Two men accused of planning 
attack over Quran burnings

BERLIN | Two men accused of plan-
ning an attack in Sweden for an affili-
ate of the Islamic State in response 
to the burning of copies of the Quran 
have been charged in Germany, where 
they were arrested March 19, prosecu-
tors said Wednesday.

The two Afghan citizens, identi-
fied only as Ibrahim M.G. and Ramin 
N. in line with German privacy rules, 
were charged with conspiring to com-
mit a crime and violating export laws. 
Ibrahim M.G. was charged with mem-
bership in a terrorist organization and 
Ramin N. with supporting one.

 — Associated Press
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CAIRO | Key mediator Egypt expressed 
skepticism Wednesday as more details 
emerged of the proposal meant to bridge 
gaps in cease-fire talks between Israel 
and Hamas, a day before negotiations 
were expected to resume in Cairo.

The challenges around the so-called 
bridging proposal appear to undermine 
the optimism for an imminent agree-
ment that Secretary of State Antony 
Blinken carried into his latest Mideast 
visit this week.

Diplomatic efforts had redoubled 
as fears grow of a wider regional war 
after the recent targeted killings of lead-
ers of the militant Hamas and Hezbol-
lah groups, both blamed on Israel, and 
threats of retaliation.

Officials in Egypt, in its unique role 
as both a mediator and affected party 
since it borders Gaza, told The Associ-
ated Press that Hamas won’t agree to 
the bridging proposal for a number of 
reasons — ones in addition to the long-
held wariness over whether a deal would 
truly remove Israel forces from Gaza and 
end the war.

One Egyptian official, with direct 
knowledge of the negotiations, said the 
bridging proposal requires the imple-
mentation of the deal’s first phase, which 
has Hamas releasing the most vulnerable 
civilian hostages captured in its Oct. 7 

attack on Israel that sparked the war. 
Parties during the first phase would 
negotiate the second and third phases 
with no “guarantees” to Hamas from 
Israel or mediators.

“The Americans are offering prom-
ises, not guarantees,” the official said. 
“Hamas won’t accept this, because it 
virtually means Hamas will release the 
civilian hostages in return for a six-week 
pause of fighting with no guarantees for 
a negotiated permanent cease-fire.”

He also said the proposal doesn’t 
clearly say Israel will withdraw its forces 
from two strategic corridors in Gaza, the 
Philadelphi corridor alongside Gaza’s 
border with Egypt and the Netzarim 
east-west corridor across the territory. 
Israel offers to downsize its forces in the 
Philadelphi corridor, with “promises” to 
withdraw from the area, he said.

“This is not acceptable for us and 
of course for Hamas,” the Egyptian of-
ficial said.

A second Egyptian official, briefed on 
the latest developments in negotiations, 
said there were few chances for a break-
through since Israel refuses to commit 
to a complete withdrawal from Gaza in 
the deal’s second phase. The official said 
Israel also insists on keeping its forces in 

the Philadelphi corridor and having full 
control of the Netzarim corridor.

He also said Egypt told the U.S. and 
Israel that it won’t reopen the Rafah 
crossing into Gaza, a crucial entry point 
for humanitarian aid, without the com-
plete withdrawal of Israeli forces from 
the Palestinian side and from the Phila-
delphi corridor — where Israel wants 
to prevent Hamas from replenishing its 
arsenal through smuggling tunnels.

Both Egyptian officials spoke on 
condition of anonymity to discuss the 
ongoing negotiations. Mediators are 
scheduled to meet on Thursday and 
Friday in Cairo for more talks on the 
proposal, before submitting it officially 
to Hamas.

Hamas political official Bassem Naim 
said Tuesday that the bridging proposal 
adopted several new demands from 
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netan-
yahu, including that Israeli forces remain 
in Rafah, Philadelphi and Netzarim and 
search displaced Palestinians returning 
to northern Gaza. Israel has said the 
searches are necessary to find militants.

Mr. Naim said the proposal also 
includes unspecified changes to the 
exchange of hostages held in Gaza for 
Palestinians imprisoned in Israel and 

doesn’t guarantee that a cease-fire would 
remain in place during negotiations on 
the transition from the deal’s first phase 
to the second.

In previous versions of the cease-fire 
plan, the second phase would entail a 
permanent cease-fire, full withdrawal of 
Israeli forces from Gaza and the release 
of remaining male hostages, both civil-
ians and soldiers.

Mr. Blinken after his meetings in 
Egypt and talks held in fellow mediator 
Qatar said the bridging proposal is “very 
clear on the schedule and the locations 
of [Israeli military] withdrawals from 
Gaza,” but no details on either have 
emerged.

Mr. Blinken also said that because 
Israel accepted the proposal, the focus 
turns to doing everything possible to “get 
Hamas on board.” Egypt’s state-run Al-
Ahram daily reported that Mr. Blinken 
received a “clear Egyptian demand for 
the U.S. to work towards a well-framed 
deal with clear deadlines and clear ob-
jectives to encourage Hamas to sign.”

But there is skepticism, along with 
fatigue, among many in Israel about Mr. 
Netanyahu’s commitment to securing 
an agreement.

“As long as the entire group of pro-
fessional negotiators believes that Mr. 
Netanyahu is scuttling a deal, there won’t 
be any confidence,” commentator Nadav 
Eyal wrote in daily newspaper Yedioth 
Ahronoth.

MIDDLE EAST

Egypt skeptical about proposed cease-fire deal
Key mediator says U.S. ‘offering 
promises, not guarantees’ to Hamas
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MOSCOW | Moscow came under one of 
the largest attacks by Ukrainian drones 
since the start of fighting in 2022, Rus-
sian authorities reported Wednesday, 
saying they destroyed all of those headed 
toward the capital.

The drone attacks come as Ukrai-
nian forces are continuing to push into 
Russia’s western Kursk region. In the 
past week, they have also struck three 
bridges, several airfields and an oil depot 
in a sign they are not letting up on their 
attacks.

“This was one of the biggest attempts 
of all time to attack Moscow using 
drones,” Moscow Mayor Sergei Sobya-
nin posted on his Telegram channel. He 
said strong defenses around the capital 
made it possible to shoot down all the 
drones before they could hit their in-
tended targets.

Russia said it downed 45 Ukrainian 
drones overnight, including 11 over the 
Moscow region. There was no indepen-
dent information to verify those figures.

Some Russian social media channels 
shared videos of drones apparently being 
destroyed by air defense systems, which 
then set off car alarms.

Ukrainian drone strikes have brought 

the fight far from the front line into the 
heart of Russia, targeting the Russian 
capital and second city St. Petersburg, 
and an airport in Western Russia, ac-
cording to Russian officials.

Since the beginning of this year, 
Ukraine has stepped up aerial assaults 
on Russian soil, targeting refineries and 
oil terminals to slow down the Kremlin’s 
assault.

A fire at an oil depot targeted by 
Ukraine burned for the fourth day 
Wednesday in Rostov, a region in south-
western Russia that borders Ukraine. 
Priests from the Russian Orthodox 
Church held a prayer service for injured 
firefighters as dark plumes of smoke 
rose in the distance at the oil depot in 
Proletarsk, according to a photo shared 
on social media by the Volgodonsk 
diocese.

Ukraine’s daring land incursion into 
Russia has raised morale in Ukraine with 
its surprising success and changed the 
dynamic of the fighting and raised the 
morale of Ukrainians.

But it is also a risky move. Ukrainian 
forces were already badly stretched, with 
active hostilities taking place along more 
than 60 miles. The gains in Kursk come 
as Ukraine continues to lose ground in 

its eastern industrial region of Donbas.
The Russian state news agency TASS 

reported that 31 people had died since 
Ukraine’s attack on Russia began Aug. 
6, figures which are impossible to verify. 
It said 143 people had suffered injuries, 
of whom 79 were hospitalized, including 
four children.

A Ukrainian drone dropped an ex-
plosive device on a car in the Bolshesol-
datsky area of the Kursk region, slightly 
northeast of the town of Sudzha, the 
acting governor Alexei Smirnov said. 
One woman was killed on the spot and 
two others were hospitalized, he said.

Russia’s Central Electoral Commis-
sion announced that local elections in six 

districts and one city of the Kursk region 
scheduled for Sept. 8 will be postponed 
and rescheduled when voters’ safety can 
be guaranteed.

Maria Zakharova, spokeswoman 
for the Russian Foreign Ministry, said 
Ukraine’s attack on Kursk has ended.

“Who will negotiate with them after 
this, after the atrocities, the terror that 
they are committing against peaceful 
residents, the civilian population, civilian 
infrastructure and peaceful facilities,” 
Ms. Zakharova said Wednesday at a 
briefing in Moscow.

Ukraine said it was respecting the 
Geneva Conventions, the international 
humanitarian rules of war.

RUSSIA

Ukraine attempts large 
drone attack on Moscow
Authorities say they were shot down
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A Ukrainian serviceman fires a M777 howitzer toward Russian positions on the front 
lines in Donetsk region on Wednesday. Ukraine attempted a drone attack on Moscow.

BY ROB GILLIES AND JOSH FUNK
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TORONTO | Canada’s two major freight 
railroads could halt their trains Thursday 
if they can’t agree to renewed contracts 
with the union representing their engi-
neers, conductors and dispatchers.

Canada’s government is watching 
closely and may intervene to prevent 
widespread damage to the economy.

Both Canadian National and CPKC 
have been gradually shutting down since 
last week ahead of the contract deadline 
of 12:01 a.m. Eastern on Thursday and 
all traffic will stop before then if this 
isn’t resolved. Shipments of hazardous 
chemicals and perishable goods were the 
first to stop, so they wouldn’t be stranded 
somewhere on the tracks.

As the Canadian contract talks were 
coming down to the wire, CSX broke with 
the U.S. freight rail industry’s longstand-
ing practice of negotiating jointly for 
years with the unions. CSX reached a deal 
with three of its 13 unions ahead of the 
start of national bargaining later this year.

The new five-year contract with the 
Transportation Communications Union, 
the Brotherhood of Railway Carmen 
and the Transport Workers Union will 

provide 17.5% raises, better benefits and 
vacation time for about 1,600 clerks and 
the carmen who inspect railcars. TCU 
President Artie Maratea said he’s proud 
that his union reached a deal “without 
years of unnecessary delay and stall 
tactics.”

Canadian Prime Minister Justin 
Trudeau has been reluctant to force both 
sides into arbitration because he doesn’t 

want to offend the Teamsters Canada 
Rail Conference and other unions, but 
he urged both sides to reach a deal 
Wednesday because of the tremendous 
economic damage that would follow a 
full shutdown.

“It is in the best interest of both sides 
to continue doing the hard work at 
the table,” Mr. Trudeau said to report-
ers in Gatineau, Quebec. “Millions of 

Canadians, workers, farmers, businesses, 
right across the country, are counting 
on both sides to do the work and get to 
a resolution.”

Numerous business groups have been 
urging Mr. Trudeau to act.

Mr. Trudeau said the labor minister 
met with both sides in the Canadian 
National talks in Montreal on Tuesday 
and would be on hand for the CPKC 
talks in Calgary, Alberta. The talks at 
both railroads were ongoing Wednesday.

The negotiations are stuck on issues 
related to the way rail workers are sched-
uled and concerns about rules designed 
to prevent fatigue and provide adequate 
rest to train crews. Both railroads had 
proposed shifting away from the existing 
system, which pays workers based on 
the miles in a trip, to an hourly system 
they said would make it easier to provide 
predictable time off.

The railroads said their contract of-
fers have included raises consistent with 
recent deals in the industry. Engineers 
make about $150,000 a year on Cana-
dian National while conductors earn 
$120,000, and CPKC says its wages are 
comparable.

Nearly 10,000 workers are covered 
by these contracts.

CANADA

Major freight railroads may stop without dispute resolution
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A Canada Pacific train is stopped in a railyard in Kansas City, Missouri, on Monday. 
Canada Pacific and Canadian National railroads are both in a contract dispute with 
the union workers. Both will shut down if the dispute isn’t resolved by Thursday.


